
 
 
 
MYANMAR CYCLONE NARGIS RELIEF & REBUILDING MISSION 19 Sep 2008 
 
 
Dear Friends & Supporters, 
 
It’s been 4 months since Cyclone Nargis hit Myanmar. We are pleased to update you on the relief 
situation and our next step forward in the rebuilding mission. 
 
In August, after weeks of visa application efforts, our Vice President, Bruce Taylor, finally landed in 
Myanmar and met up with our Burmese partner, GTP, and his team. Following are his observations and 
findings: 
  
“The city of Yangon appears to have slipped back further in time. The mood is ‘heavy-laden’; which is in 
stark contrast to the growth and progress experienced in other developing cities in Asia. Inflation is also 
hitting very hard here. Movement out of Yangon is again very restrictive for foreigners.  
 
I had many good meetings with the local church and community leaders coming in from the cyclone 
affected areas. They said that villages selected by the Government for international aid are well provided 
for. However, most areas are receiving very little help; if any at all. The local leaders stated that the 
urgent need is for sustainable food production and safe water. The villagers have been provided with 
tarpaulins and some continuing emergency food supplies from Asian Outreach and these have saved 
lives. However they are now looking towards the future. They want to become self-supporting again. This 
is very important to their sense of hope and dignity. Our first phase of relief funds have been well utilized 
in providing immediate relief to the victims. Now they are in need of rebuilding - not just their livelihoods 
but more important their spiritual needs.” 
 
 
 
When a disaster like this strikes, Asian Outreach’s heart and expression is to: 
 
1 Come alongside and network with national leaders and local church partners to bring about 

immediate and relevant aid 
 

After the cyclone news surfaced, we commenced 
fund raising efforts immediately and the funds 
were disbursed for emergency relief through our 
Burmese partners to 26 villages in the Irrawaddy 
Delta. Most of these people had lost everything. In 
total 2360 families (8425 people) were helped with 
food, clothing, cooking utensils, temporary housing 
(tarpaulins), mosquito nets, school materials for 
the children, seeds for planting etc. This helped 
save many lives and brought hope to these 
devastated and grieving communities. Over 
140,000 people lost their lives in this disaster.  

 
 
 
 



 
2 Facilitate funds and resources to invest in the l ong-term recovery and rebuilding of 

communities 
 

We are now moving from the short-term relief phase into longer term rebuilding. An initial five needy 
villages in Bogale have been selected by our partners. There are 667 families (3205 people) in these 
five villages.   

We will provide them with clean safe drinking water. A community building with a corrugated iron roof 
and a large plastic tank to collect the water is being built in each of these villages.  

To help these villages to get back to sustainable livelihoods, seeds will be provided for them to 
continue their agriculture farm rehabilitation process. Meanwhile, fishing boats and nets will be 
provided for them to fish for food. Of the 50 boats ordered, 30 are ready for delivery. The boats and 
fishing nets will be distributed according to the size and needs of each village.   

 

3 Equip and empower the local church to reach out t o their communities and bring sustainable 
transformation through practical development and ch urch planting  

 
Our partner in Myanmar had planted 200 churches among the unreached in Myanmar since the late 
1990s. This cyclone has raised the opportunities and urgency to reach out to their people. Asian 
Outreach will help them in the leadership training and development program, investing in their 
indigenous vision to reach Myanmar for Christ. We will certainly keep you informed of further 
developments and opportunities. 

 
Thank you again for all your support and prayers. We were told by the local leaders there have been 
serious outbreaks of disease in many places, especially where all the water supplies and toilets were 
destroyed. However, no disease has occurred in the villages where a church is active. They are amazed 
and encouraged by the goodness and power of our God.  
 
Your partnership with them through Asian Outreach has also given them great courage and hope. On 
behalf of the more than 10,000 Burmese touched by your generosity and care – THANK YOU DEEPLY . 
 
 
Yours truly in Christ, 
Francis Tsui 
President 


